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ROTONDA, FLORIDA – At 12:00 PM on January 12, 2013 the Englewood Fire Department was 
dispatched to a reported garage fire at 249 Mark Twain Lane in Rotonda West.  The first unit was on 
scene in less than 5 minutes and reported seeing flames rolling out of the side door to the garage and 
smoke escaping out of the ridge vent and soffits and the living area of the home was fully charged with 
smoke.  Upon arrival the firefighters were informed all occupants were out of the house.    
 
At this point the overhead door had already collapsed from excessive heat and flames were coming 
from the primary opening.  Engine 74’s crew proceeded to attack the fire and quickly knocked down the 
flames.  A search was conducted of the interior of the structure for fire extension utilizing a thermal 
imaging camera and it was determined the fire had been confined to the garage.  Once the fire was 
declared dead out, the firefighters began salvage operations and set up exhaust fans to vent the 
structure of smoke. 
 
The source of the fire was later determined to be a Honda Goldwing motorcycle the owner had left 
unattended as it idled in the garage.  When the wife told her husband the motorcycle engine didn’t 
sound right, they both went towards the garage to check on the motorcycle and found the motorcycle 
was on fire.  The husband attempted to push the motorcycle out of the garage but he was unsuccessful 
due to the flames and he sustained burns to both hands.  Charlotte County EMS was on scene and 
tended to his injuries but he refused ambulance transport, deciding later to go to the hospital by private 
vehicle.  At 2:41 PM all units were cleared from the scene and returned to quarters.  
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